
WHAT MAHES BERTNAfiTI 60

Those mognifrcent tlloppies

relurn io racing

in o bid lor glory

in the Bahamos 5OO

By Fronk Rohr

Biclord Borltom's trlumphon! oxprossion cloorly confirms
his compotitivo viorvpoint: "l roco lor tho fun of It."

o mslter what the oulcome of the Bahamae 500
thlc month. a brace of brave and well-prepared
drivers rvlll have enlered rvllh oll expeclallons of

lrucccss. Thetr boats, rvhich wem nearlng completlon
iurt a month bofore lho slarl, lrvo 3l' ftbergless Ber-
tramg: lhelr names. Dick Berlram and Potor Rittms3tcr:
their cause. competition.

Tbis dual enlry marks the consolidaled retum of tho
Berlram manufacturing plont lo ocean powerboat rnc-
Ing afler e four-year hlolus. As one of the ln'o drlvers
for lhe company to whlch hc'e glven hla name. Richerd
H. Bertram will drive My Moppio. Pete Rittmaster of
Berlram Yacht Divislon of Naulec C"orp.. who sparked
this company effort, rvill helm Moster Moppie.

l'hn lI,rlr,rm .\fo;rnic hull itself, young ancestor of
lhe nerv bonls. is legcnrl in lhis slern sporl. nnrl rvell
rvorthy of thc Burfl. Front 1960 to 1905 for example.
Berlrums llterolly dominnterl ocean porterboat rncing.

Whencc-and rrhat* thc l{oppir:? Scenrs thot rag
ntoqfipp.lrs-m. in No$.port for u 19s8 Americo's cup

br:rlh ln |fiilfz:Metor contcndcr \/inr. nolicr:rl thc splen-
waler pcrftrrnr;rnen of a thcrr nerr prrtvurboal

llunt of Morblshead. !r{ass.
,Hunt inspire.d Dlck's inltinl lvtol,pln. a

by ttvin 275-hp lnterceplors.

of eight houra and st apoeds to 50 knotr. Second fin-
fshea lim Wynne's 23' Aquo lfuntar. aho a Rsy Hunt
design, came in two aud a half houro later. The rsst of
the lleel ffnished lhe following dey.

Thla parformance was 8 stunning ourpise to prac-
tlcing deeignor6. racsns. and praclical bootmen Gvery-
wbere. An imaginetive adaplntlon of lhe dieplecament
hull, V-shnped from stem to stern, the remarkable
Moppie leaped trco decades of hull design lo provide a
sloble scakindly shepa wlth tho high-spoed ability of
a conventional planing lypo. The four underryalcr
elrakes on eoch side of her botlom damped and en-
couragod planlng. and the deep-V llsclf produced a
dramatlcally softer rldc even al wsvrchattertnS cpeeds
of -10 and 50 knots.

Chines nolv oppenfl?d above lhe rvalerline. helping
ker:p the boot dry. She clung lo her coume rryith bull-
dog tenncily. e!,en In following seas. and banked llke
a t,c Jvlans rccing car.

Sayr Bertram: "She wor our prototvpc, and bccamo a
pilttcrn. \4fa caot s mokl from her, founded Bertrsm
Yachl Co.. to brrihl tvloppie replicas."

The rest is history. Until 1964. J\toppics srvept lho
classic lr{ioml-Nassau rBce conshtenlll', rvilh DIck
himself driving ngain In 't901 in the 32' Closs Mopplo.
Outsida tho Islnnds of |unc, factory built and. ginca
'fri. privntelr. orlnod Moppir. tvpes, stoking every-
tlring lrom liO's to diessls, hnve lapped up laurelr
In lhe Around Lt. lvlarathon. the Snm Crlfflth Me.
nroriul and llliami-Key lVert rnces and. nbrond. tha
English Corvea-Torqrrnl, nnd ttalisn Viarogslo-Bs!tlh

.loutr Thc lfoppic's exlslcnce altonsd our oonQoptt.
of hull forma, and she insplrcd, naturally, s bost of

30-
"We buill her for our olvn uso." sayc Bertram. "but

shn lurned into such e fjplsj.tic rough rvatr.r cr:rf!. u'c
detcrnrirretl lrr unlcr hr:r in thin 13gg_tr1iami-Nassnu
lilE.tl

Thnl 1B5.nrilc bout. roughenl cver. rvos vton by Dick
Borlrsm rvlth co-drivor Sam Crtllith, lho lste ond nc.
knowlq{ged fothar of ocosn polverltrr;rt rlung. and
r,rervm lir-uu lho r Carlcto n M ltchs lL iru tba.'rccord tltti c



@:>

Nurr' 3l',1!;iyrpje. -flerlrr:nr \.rirrtcr: Syrerrtl.
rvtll ririr.er lty Iloppir:: !!rffrilrr\1,,I. \l;r1{r^r

E[r: r l rtrrt
llrrppic.

intitaleirs. ntilny rtrJitc -.irrr:cf.'sfirl, Aftr:r th;: cr:nrF;rny
rr'ilhr!rr:rv fr*rrr far:lrrr!' cofl]pclilirln in lt$3. tlick
irrrilt ;rnrl r;rcl:rl lti:l lrvrr,\tlr1r1r1,:i; lhr(!lt!.llr'1i3.'l'hal
]'ililr, irlnrrlrt i*r:vit;rblr'. l::: hq"s;1nrr tlrr: rl'*rL!'* pr:rver-
troal rccing eh;i*:;ric:l i* his :iii' L}:lrrlt IJir'rr.l"J *rrr.rr.:d
ilrnrr, .\fn;r;:rr:.

'l'he trvo nr:tl'*t,rlr.rm i:{,mFfililiotr hullr ;trr. il*l
r;rtlicall-n- diffcrtltt Inor* lht: llurrl currliXrrr;rtir-rn. Tlrr:p'
fitr], rtlhcr. lo5;ical t:rrgincr:rirrr: rlxterrFr{}ns tlf lhlt flnslr-
ing dr:ep-V rlesig::, rir.r:*..n tlris .vri*r l:v lelr,'r*n rar:r:r
anrl $erlrern r:ngin*er R*ss S5rccht, ;1;r r:lEI Iti**r1-
ll.:vant prlrv*rb<rnl <lriv*r "helare thnt pl*e* chi:*geat
Itands." Spectrl. rsh$ ig norv q,ice pr*lridr:rl{ nf i:ngi*
ttrr:rirul, r{:$r'nrch i}n{l I}ro{luction iil Br:rlrRm Yacht
llivisirrrr riI h,-arrlr:c, snl's: "Wr:',r'r ]rarl llrr:sr: pllns on
lltt,irer,rrrl:; t$f nefirly trr.n vr.ars; miqlrl luts'c lr..:r'n
Itirr:1, i* f,rcl{rr}' r*cing s{x}ft{,r if rvr: }triln't tl**n l*u
l:trsy rrilh rrgullr Fr{rrluctir}n."

,'\r;r:or<ling to SJrr:hi. !1]r' rtnrr' 3!' lir;:;rir's arr tlifl*r-
elrl ilr tlrat ihcir enlr!'ir,i l*'r'r'Ilr. sharprrr.'1'ir+:r ;risrt
!r;rlr' ;r hopcirr!lv nrcrs ldv;lnil:lr:r)ri:i l,'nitth,/hcnm rn-
ti*r. rr ltir:lr rrhnrrlrl in:5trnl'r' sprrd in n *r: :rrE:rv. 'f he
lr;rttiliqtltill i1*5:pi*: lift slr;rl,r's lt;trt' l',rr'* rsrftt?llri it:
sirr-:" ;rtri llrtri:'s Lr:r'* ;r :uhtls inrJrlrtt't'i:l*'r:1 in thc'ir
tllac{:mr:n! nn !h* hull" lk'-rrllisc, ;rt llris rvritirg. rta*
slill a dr:t:p srcr*1. lhig rlimn*sir.rn bl:lrtx ;rs 'i,';llottslv

Suirrrl:rl hv pnrqerbont d*srglrr:r'$ itc ilt(l ru{l{lr:r s}r;tpr::
by r\nrerica's Crrp conl{rrr{lers.

A ttraior nnd p*blic dillrrr-'nctl, lt*ut't't't. tlr:trvren
llre nert Mepprr:s nnd thlir Fr'{}tF in thr-' tr}xhalrulg 5rO$

is in cnginc lt1rout, S$th*re rst:s l,lo;;l:r s'ith Inbaarrl
or IIO p$il'er u:iuallt hrvr: rnsinr$ mounilr{i 5;r}''
by sirl* b*hind th* c*chpil, 1rr ler';: rvtight fift arlrl

LeIt ta rilJrl; r:nlrrr.l/it cntl r;il,tlrir.cr Snmtnl' filnrr-'s. rJrrrfll
ilr:!r,.r ll:llrrrrsfu,r rrrrrl ttnrr'1!ogrlrir: rlrrsi5:rrrr flrrrrr:ll Slrt'rJrt,

;rrryps in ihe tv:rlrr rvlrcn pl;uri€1.:" i3ut llii:L Il'i tr,rrri's
ll1, Alttgrpir:;rtrrj I'r:te !til!nt.r:ti:r'x Sfrr:;lr"r 1l*r1rpr.. h,r'.'r-'
;:lt t;lTgrl lanrlr,rrr ilrriiriH.fnl{ll!, tvrth rr*e r.rrgrrtr: ;ift
r:i thr: r*elipi! rtilh ;: llrrrrl,url \;-tlrir'ti. tlr*.: rr!!rr-"r fnr-
rv.trrl r;i tlrr *,r:r;l;rlt rrntl r:ti*ipgrs.l rtilir ;r Z-rlri:'c, Bolh
arr' siightlr,' l{i ct*ls:r,

'l'iil l,rttlr. f l th* Inl'nr;rn. rrcxl*l sir*rrr' * rlritr shrl{
lrrruk-l:p ln ;r snr;:ll Firrrclrjr;'1i b*x nf grlrs. lhrt it
*fltrr:ts ;tn lr.trlr:rlr';llrr tr]r{.r}r ;rusiltnl: rtilh ar: r:ffic;rrncy
!lral *lrfcrrlr:n;r:+" l;rcli' tr:v{'r crt*lrl h;:vu rqrr;letl. Thir
t*:**ual,t.rilrrlir:tr:{:nl. ;rr:cording l* h*:h drircrs. h.ts
lrv* grr:,rl rl$s,,ls: llsh;tfts {lj}* r}u!r hr. l;rirt;lttr';rniage*
*usl5,' rf*:r:;r irr lhr-' hul1, anEl n* cl*se lr.qr:llr*.r as frr'lc-
ticflbls. 1'hi-c has paramnr:n! impr:rrt in the h*t-flring
lron'hs *ffqh.rr r;rcir:g hns rkrvr:lopcd. frrr rr,irr,n b*ii!s
leapfr*g 1!il'u-crrste al 5{}-kn*? ;pr:;:<!s. J!r{}pq thal
l**t'r :hr: !r'alcr rar:r' rl ilr!11' c*rl tl*gtrrrr:!itr:lr'. r:ln-
triblrlir:g ir, gr.;tt cnginr','r!lrjli*n. tl'l'h,'rr ir fnr
lrrrllirr t'nq!*n acerssihililr,'.

"N*t tlur! tlrr-rr' ":rr: <tJlg;ltrllttrrlir:s fnr rrl,!ir!: r, i,,.i r

onrJr:l r'.';rl"' *rlrnils Berlram. '"hul '. rrrr'r e gLrl ln mlk*
n(liuritm€"ets a1 tillr*:* ;illd. rvhib asharr', nrr"r'ir,r:ti, q

iirlker rr ill: 1',".1'1'1'grl:lnlr rith! :rp l*: llti' :!l,ii i:iiI ';tirr. Srt

lhi:r ;rclr:ssibility is lrighli' ti'-.:irab!r."
Ti:r.r \'"7. clruy:lr" in IJerir;trr:'! {-:;!1'' is r pair rui 4:47-

ctl.-i:1. hllrfrris.'r inbr.:anls: irr Rillsrnst*r's. lttin
Chrvsler "il{i-eu.-in. "h*mi-hr';rrlr; " l},rl}r .rrc !rttt14 l}f$verl
rni!:r in Ilr.rlr;ir:r vtchts. thotrgh-*liko nrnrl {:o$lp{!-
I iti*n pcrvrrplnnts- - !hry rvili untl*ublr:dl-r' have the
hrnl:fil $f srrnle spr:ci;rl rrfint$iclris {ar lhe Bnhnm*s
5{K}"

$glh drivcr* ferl *lsl rlh:rlpt'r:r this nr:tr;;rrriltllltt-
{!.i':lr:s:{. i,t l'"-*J l:. ii'tl

tllx: t =*{}- -'



ir rili i-rt trfir r* rn hr.rlr ,rrrrSht ltlrcf,-
rrrr.lrt ,rlf .rnrl lh. tsrsrfitr rr O+.f,ll.

trlrl''. ar\r Rrllrn.rtt{.r tl gltltrl irn-
rri,',rrnr,ilrlr In .lrr.rx-r rh.rll .rnrl prup
llr',rltrrn.,lrrl r.nNtr!r' tr(:rli'r'rtbilily.
lIrtr*r'r:t, lhr. nr'rr sl'rilt,fn {rhvi6l{}r
1f11. 11r,r'rl [nt rtlr. ltfl irrrrl {rnf! rlt{ht
It,rttrl llrrtiltr..

\lr' \tulJris' rnt! .llortrr ltoppic
rr. lilr'1'-l.1tt. .rr rt!' all ll.r.rlnm
\.rr hlr lhr sr- 1l;1r lrnm thr lO run.
"r'lurut !rr thl irranil nrtr f,1'Srlon
(,rrlvr Ilr,rh nr'11 ,\trrtrrrrr.l, i*l:r
S;n'r ht, .rlr rir,[rnrtrl1. rlrrignnrl f:rr
fillrlh !1 .r1|r. llrrl lhorr rvhtr tt.nt{rnl-
lrlr ()rllll l,r.trr.t' l,!lti:l Ilrlnri-Nitlr;ru
! l:lur\ irr ,r ,15' llr.rlrtrrrr frr t.r illitn$y
1r',ri l\rll r,r5rr.r'l lhlrrr lo rl,r rrrlullly
rr''ll ,rtr thr. ll,rt ,\1r1rsr:1qpt.11" r:nrl gl
r..rr h ;is l,*!ltli .'il,lrnr' $iO {XXl.

\r;rlr Jr,,:rr lir.. r,.:.:r1r.li;nr flillitf-
trtrrrl; ai',.itr r:ri.'{l Ir| thrl llrh-rmSr
'r(Xl .rrrrl tla luilnltr. "l trt h trrta{}nrl
llrr.rrc ,rlrr*t S.::.tXXt flr lhr'o\t'fnll
1r !nllt'r lltttt' ,ttr. l"rrqr.r lr""r:un! Why
l|l'rl r,rrn r t ri'l(.rr!rn.: .tr .r [.rr:tcry
l,"tttt lrt l{ r.,lit Itr}l\I'iir+.tl r.tt:ilt1,1,

Vnlr:rarr driver Ik.rtr,rrn ;|n{l lnortl-
r:tlg;rlrlc nr:ltc(rrnr,l' Ililtnraster ngroe
lh;rl tlurrtgh pril'nlr.l! (ttrned ,Unplias
havr: r:*nlinued lo nrc{-'. a[ler ;r rels-
litelv prrrlongcr! companr. rlrlerrc*.
il's tinrr: ior a form*l Berlram re-
*ntr!'.

F'ourxlur o[ thr: Br-rlcnm Y{chi Co,.
rvlrir;lr lrcc.rme .r rlivision of itrloulec
Corp, in tfHi3. nick is someonc rrilh
lhr: slt'lr'kr h;ltc brrlorvcd lrn hic
lvx\'.!'rlivi{lirrg ;\lo;r1ric the nir:knltme
of his prllt;- rvifr.. l';tuline. Il{rrlrfim,
ruho nrilr headg hi:r orsn divenlfied
rctail flcht cnlcrprises. ha* likc all
bluc-rtllr:r men. il llrofound roilpccl
for lhc {}xperieflcorl and a tleap dis*
lrusl firr untraed cllims. esp€clfilly is
a sporl rvhert morl Sood bulklers
anrl daslgnem src rlro conlendcrg.

Barlrnm Pres. lcrry Shishko r*rhs
endoruor hls feullng soys: "Thsre's
no .lucslion that rncing provldcr a
ri3omul test you moy ecbieva In Bo
olher w*y. It's nn ilnequalled chrsct
.ls dircovcr hors lo lmprovc fl murillo
ffiluct for public nsl; in ell rvoyr-
hull. wtrl4) entinr.. inrtallntlon."

Ar liercrly cofipetilivc rl Dlcl it
JqHgr .Ffl Rittmrrlrr, who when
nrhofiE fr Direclor of lfnn;lrurdfring
ftrr llrrrlronr Yncht Oivblon of Nau.
hc Curp. 

" 
Rittmnrlqa rvlth Rurr

Spcctfr iupport. rtdr lorply rerpqa-
rlblo fsr thc comp;rn;'jr nafih-to

{Conrf I ri'it,l o::jg$L,sgl

€*tltrrlr}'tox trql_t'l

powerhoet racing. And to Eudge a
ruccersful bost menufacturer into
ssrnothitlg $s *xolic*End expilnsivc

-ss raci$g takaa nerve ond knorv-
hor'r', Relalively naw to the tlittrrr-,.
but ncl nsvice. Tnbor Academy alum-
rus Rittrrinsler whet his offshore air-
p€ilte ls3t yc$r ar nnvigalor lor .{lan
8rrwn. rrho shared Around Ll, Ilarn-
thon haaors with Oon Aronorv.

Since then, he hos een'ed a fairly
diligent raclng npprenticerhip rvil h
ruch ms$t€r. of the cporl as Don .{r-
onorrr. IIic* Bertrem, |*le Trtrttr.r"
a*d Blll Wishnick. He. loo, fe*ls that
bettering lhe breed ie eine of racing'*
prime benefitc. He cleorly hrs the
bect refsrence when he *ays: "lt'e
fael that thls factory. wtth irE long
experience in the field. cen put tc-
Selher ss fine * racin6 boet rs an1'-
one. We rr*nled imp*cl rlilh depenrl-
ability 6t the line in thir Eehamas
Effi: I lhlnk rvc'yc achlsved it."

On the iob. Rittmaster usuall!,
8horvc bimrclf s rather caaud execu-
tive. arriving often in levis aad rvork
shirt far a d*y of conference and dic-
tttion. The racc &t thir writlng, horv-
avor. hed bee.omc all engrossing. And
belrveen bouts ef de*d earnesl lem-
peFizing *'ith desftrrerr Specht and
cs-drircr€ngineer Srmmy lsmes on
lasl mirtule gletailr. ll urss nol snusual
lc flnd him in his offic€ doing push-
ups lo rtay in shape. ilor wae it un-
usual for night owla in the profession
to find him keeping late hours ar
Miaml's rwlnging Prlm Bay Club.
g€ttlng aut of it. Tho doubla standerd
is nol i*consislenl with s fevorite
Rittmsster rnciug roisan d'etrs: "You
meet such pretty g:id$,"

A similarly penonal postscripl
fmcn Dlck Boclram. who sallocl ns
blithel!. ie Huey Long'e Trantatlanric
Race rsinner Bndine in 198,6 as he
drove la victory lhe previous yr:ar
in Erqve ltoppia in the Cowee-Tor-
quay powcrboat conlegt: "l raco for
the fun of it."

Raccr:' rationales vftry as rtirlell.
nnd lvildlS. ar the men themselr'*s.
from thr. sonrerrhol somber: "t.ikr:
mountlift clinrbing ll sea levcl." (Dr.
Emil Savurrtlr*!: to the lairll'frir'.
olous; ";\ good sporl far the nrirltlir:
aged," {}lax Aitke nl. }lott are a
mixlure of pe rsonnl cthic and profr:s-
sional inlerest.

rl light lauch. rnd truc tonq{.r"itv
seenr lo havc imbued lhe nerv ,\lrrnlrr,.
group, Itay 7 rvill rightlv tesr tht,ir
prcparalion, nnd their promisr.. ;.


