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By Jay Coyle

TIME CAPSULE

Loving a classic boat keeps history alive.

VER WONDER what | to the bottom or just washes | heart were packed with soil
and sproutingwildflowers. Her
case seemed hopeless.
Another pal, yacht design-
er Mike Peters, made the first
attempt at her resuscitation.
ace-

the dawn of our ob-

sessionwaslike? Was

Cleopatra’s barge a
yacht, as some archaeologists
suggest? She used it to bed
Mark Antony. Was it for work
or pleasure?

Before fiberglass, naturehad
itswaywith much ofyachting’s
past. Most find thebones of old
sboatsaney&'s_;ore,jbut

He has embraced h].s passion |
fm' old offshore race boats like

ilc

rk of the Covenant

Indiana Jones embraced the

ashore, like a seashell.

I firstspotted Nick’s seashell
when she was in hospice care
at a friend’s home for aged
fiberglass boats: Cadillac
McDaniel’s “Field of Dreams”
(see Yachting, February 2011).
Leaning uncomfortably atop
arusty trailer, she’d withered
away to little more thanahull
and a deck. Her bowels were
impacted with decaying bits
-and pieces of her past. A bro-
ken plasticlawn chair sat near
whathad once been her helm.
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I colorsaAtherrecent seatrial,

remains to a warehouse and
began treatment. While Mike
was able to stabilize her, Nick

Jater saved her by transporting
herto TNT Custom Marine in
North Miamifor major surgery.
Nick knew the girl had apast,
so he also hired aworld-class
gumshoe to track down her
history. Had she raced success-
fully? Or had she been adrug
mule oragunboatinabanana
republic? All were likely, but
Nick wanted to know for sure.
The detective work paid
off. It turns out she had been
White Tornado, a thorough-
bred from the stable of the late,
famed Italian offshore racer
Vincenzo Balestrieri. Today,
White Tornadois like new and
dressed in her original racing

amracing legend
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